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Agenda

1. Opening Activities

2. Significance of Noncompliant Behavior

3. Definition of Noncompliance

4. Analysis of NonCompliance

5. Strategies

6. Developing Intervention Plans

7. Putting It All Together

8. Closing
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Opening Activity

Compare and contrast 
these two examples.



4

Example One:

Bill often says he hates math. One morning he refused 
to open his math book, get out his notebook and was 
just sitting there. The teacher reminded him to get 
started. He said he hates math and folded his arms. 
The teacher approached him and said that he needs to 
get ready for math or he would have to do it during 
the break. He then pushed the math book on the floor 
and said he is not going to do any é (expletive) math. 
The teacher sent him to the office for noncompliance 
and disrespect.
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Example Two:

Another student was having a bad day. She had 
troubles the evening before at home and had a big 
argument with another girl on the bus. In the first 
period, she made several mistakes in the science quiz 
and became very agitated mumbling that she never 
gets any help. The teacher came over and tried to help 
her correct the errors. She became more agitated and 
shouted angrily that she wants to be left alone. The 
teacher moved her to a corner of the room to calm her 
down and directed the rest of the class to keep 
working. 
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List what is the same in each 
example

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________

3. ______________________________

4. ______________________________

5. ______________________________



7

List what is the different in each 
example

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________

3. ______________________________

4. ______________________________

5. ______________________________
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Conclusions

1. The Same: Each situation resulted in 
some level of noncompliance and 
escalation.

2. Difference: Each student had different 
needs implying different interventions. 



Activity 2
Individual or Group Case Study

Write down, either on an individual 
basis, or as a group response, an 
example of noncompliant 
behavior in your present or past 
experience. 
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Noncompliance:
SIGNIFICANCE & PREVALENCE

Source: Office Referral Data

ÂSpaulding, Horner, Irvin, Sugai, et al, 
(2008), 

ÂSchool-Wide Information System (SWIS) 
1709 schools 

Â43 States, 

ÂGrades 1-12

Â2005-2006 school year
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Top Three Reasons for Referrals
ELEMENTARY

Fighting: 32.4 %

Defiance: 29.0 % 

Language: 10.7 % 
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Top Three Reasons for Referrals
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Defiance: 31.2 % 

Disruption: 18.2 %

Fighting: 11.8 %
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Top Three Reasons for Referrals
HIGH SCHOOL 

Defiance: 24.2 %

Tardy: 24.0 %

Truancy: 21.3 %

(Cell phones!) 



Significance
PRIORITY

Basic Teacher Expectation

ÂWalker & Rankin (1983) 90% teachers 
rated  noncompliance as least acceptable 
maladaptive behavior in the classroom

ÂLane, Wehby, & Cooley (2006) reported 
following directions remained top priority 
for teachers across all grade levels.
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Significance:
DETRIMENTAL OUTCOMES

Non-Compliance (Antisocial Behavior)

ÂPeer rejection at an early age

ÂIncreases in off-task behavior in lower 
grades

ÂBonding with other antisocial students 
including involvement with gangs

ÂDropping out of school
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Detrimental Outcomes Continued

ÂInvolvement in juvenile crime, and later 
on adult crime

ÂIneffective relationships as adults

ÂInability finding and keeping  employment

ÂSerious mental health issues as 
adolescents and adults

~(SOURCES: Compiled from- Dishion, French, & Patterson, 
1995; Eddy, 2001); Walker, Colvin & Ramsey, 1995.)
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Implication

Noncompliance and defiance in 
the classroom has been, and 
still is, a MAJOR 
CHALLENGING BEHAVIOR for 
educators, pediatricians, and 
parents.
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Ideal First Step

Establish cooperation as a school-wide and 
classroom expectation ~ THE NORM

(Proactive approaches to S-W Discipline, 
PBS, etc) 
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Understanding Noncompliance
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Synonyms

ÁDefiance

ÁOppositional behavior

ÁInsubordination

ÁResists directions

ÁNot minding

ÁNon-cooperative

ÁLimit testing

ÁOther?



Variations of Noncompliance

ÂLatency

ÂTask Completion Time 

ÂSub-Standard Responses 

ÂCompeting Reinforcers 
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Pre-Requisites

Criteria:

Â Person presenting direction has authority

Â Direction is delivered (explicit or implicit)

Â Studentôs attention secured

Â Direction is clearly understood

Â Student can perform the task 
satisfactorily.
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Defining Non-Compliance
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Noncompliance Defined

Noncompliance refers to those 
student behaviors where or 
when a demand or request is 
presented by a person in 
authority and is not fulfilled 
satisfactorily by the student(s).
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ANALYSIS OF NONCOMPLIANCE

FUNCTIONAL

BEHAVIORAL 

ASSESSMENT
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Behavior Analysis Pathway
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Pathway for FBA

Stage 1: Setting events

Stage 2: Immediate triggers

Stage 3: Problem behavior

Stage 4: Effects of the problem behavior



Stage 1: Setting events

Setting Events include earlier situations or 

continuing situations that may set the stage for 
the problem behavior to occur such as: 

1. Physiological factors 

2. Ongoing conflicts 

3. History of failure

4. Cumulative problems  

5. Physical issues.
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Stage 2: Immediate triggers

Refer to the actual context or particular 
events where or when the behavior occurs 
which may be: 

ÂConcurrent  

or

ÂAntecedent
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Distinction

Immediate triggers  set off the behavior. 

Setting events set the occasion 
for the behavior
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Example

Sarah comes to school with a severe 
migraine which has put her on edge 
(Setting event ïsets the occasion).

The teacher asks her to hang up her coat 
and get ready for reading. Sarah blows 
up.

(Immediate trigger - sets off the behavior)
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Stage 3: Problem Behavior

Refers to the behaviors of the student(s) 

which are of concern and 

cause problems in the 

classroom.
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Stage 4: Effects Problem Behavior

Refers to the purposes or outcomes of 

the problem behavior. 

Specifically:

ñWhat does the student gain or avoid from 
these behaviors?ò 

ñWhat happens as a result of the 
behaviors?ò

ñWhat changes occur, either short term or 
long term, when the behaviors occur?ò



Activity 3

Analyze the following incident in terms of an 
FBA
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